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083036 

R 311635Z OCT 75 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7043 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS VIENNA 9237 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, AU 

SUBJECT: FREEDOM PARTY CHAIRMAN PLANNING SUE WIESENTHAL 
REF: VIENNA 9021 

1. AT PRESS CONFERENCE OCTOBER 30, FREEDOM PARTY (FPO) 
CHAIRMAN PETER SAID HE WOULD FILE LAWSUITS AGAINST JEWISH 
DOCUMENTATION CENTER CHIEF WIESENTHAL, TWO DAILY PAPERS, 
AND TWO NEWSWEEKLIES AS CONSEQUENCE OF SIESENTHAL'S 
ALLEGATIONS THAT PETER, BY MEMBERSHIP IN NOTORIOUS SS 
UNIT, PARTICIPATED IN SS LIQUIDATIONS IN USSR IN WORLD 
WAR H. SIMULTANEOUSLY, FPO WEEKLY OF OCTOBER 30 CLAIMS 
1ST SS INFANTRY BRIGADE WAR DIARIES, UPON WHICH IT SAYS 
CASE AGAINST PETER RESTS, WERE FALSIFICATIONS INASMUCH AS 
CZECH DIRECTOR OF DISINFORMATION, LADISLAW BITTMAN, HAD 
WRITTEN AFTER HIS DEFECTION IN 1968 TO U.S. THAT DIARIES 
WERE NOT FISHED FROM LAKE AS CLAIMED IN 1964 BUT FABRICATED 
FROM MATERIAL RECEIVED BY CZECHS FROM USSR. ALSO, FPO 
MP WIESNER REQUESTED INTERIOR MINISTER TO EXAMINE 
POSSIBILITY OF STRIPPING WIESENTHAL OF HIS AUSTRIAN 
CITIZENSHIP, AND FPO NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ISSUED 
STATEMENT THAT WIESENTHAL'S ACTION AGAINST PETER WAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 VIENNA 09237 311720Z 

NOT ISOLATED INSTANCE BUT "UNPRECEDENTED MANIPULATION, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


BASED UPON FALSIFICATION, TO INTERFERE WITH AUSTRIAN 
AND FPO POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT." 

2. WIESENTHAL AND MEDIA HAVE BOTH NOTED THAT BITTMAN 
HAD NEVER SAID THAT DOCUMENTS INCLUDED IN WAR DIARIES 
WERE THEMSELVES FORGERIES, AND THAT DOCUMENTS IN THEM 
HAD, IN FACT, BEEN ACCEPTED AS GENUINE BY DEFENDANTS 
AND THEIR ATTORNEYS IN WAR CRIMES TRIALS IN WURZBURG, 
GERMANY, AND IN OTHER COURTS AS WELL. 

3. FPO GOVERNING BOARD, IN MEETING PRIOR PETER PRESS 
CONFERENCE, REAFFIRMED ITS CONFIDENCE IN PETER S LEADER- 
SHIP OF PARTY. PETER, ASKED BY PRESS WHETHER HE PLANNED 

TO CAMPAIGN FOR PARTY CHAIRMANSHIP AT NEXT PARTY CONGRESS 
IN FALL 1976, INDICATED IN EFFECT THAT IT WAS TOO EARLY 
TO MAKE DECISION ON MATTER.BUCHANAN 
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